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What is in this pack?
 



The transition from Primary to Secondary school can be both exciting and
unsettling for students and parents alike. It is important to us that Year 6 students
feel confident about their move to Wales High School. We are working hard to
provide a range of transition plans to enable all students to get to know Wales
High School staff and explore our exciting school facilities. This might include a
school tour, question and answer sessions, online resources, opportunities to
speak to the transition team and visits by members of the transition team to your
child’s primary school. Our transition activities also give staff from the learning
community the opportunity to work together, learning from each other to develop
exciting educational experiences.
 
Although there are opportunities throughout primary school to experience Wales
High School, the formal induction process starts a year in advance when your son
or daughter starts Year 6 in September. Our Transition Team will visit staff and
students in their primary schools and listen to their teachers and support staff
about individual student needs and strengths. We pride ourselves on the
relationship we have with our Learning Community and work closely with local
schools to support Year 6 students. Throughout the autumn term, the transition
team has made contact with all primary schools to learn as much as possible
about your child. We have used the time well to gather key information from the
staff who know your child in their primary school setting.
 
We have curricular links in Maths, English, Science and Languages involving
teachers at Wales High School working with the primary staff on bridging projects
so that the work done in the final stages of Y6 links to the curriculum in Y7.
 
Once we know who has accepted a place at Wales High School, Ms Unwin and
the Transition Team usually meet with all the children and give them the
opportunity to ask questions. We receive children from as many as 30 primary
schools all over the region! 
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Primary to Secondary Transition 



The highlight of the induction process is usually our Induction Week. This is an
exciting chance for your child to meet new classmates and their tutor, who will be
pivotal in their life whilst at Wales. The summer induction period enables students
to set aside any concerns they may have before the summer holidays. By the time
September arrives, many of the myths will have hopefully been dispelled! The
induction week is taking place from Monday, 13  to Friday 17  July. th th

 
We hope that our efforts and the support given by our primary colleagues enables
all the youngsters to enter the next phase of their lives, at Wales High School,
highly motivated, confident and prepared to take up the educational and social
challenges awaiting them.
 
For more detailed information on the transition process, visit our website:
 www.waleshigh.com/transition
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http://www.waleshigh.com/transition


Working Together 
Hello, my name is Marissa Unwin and I
am currently Head of Year 9 as well as
leading on Y6 to Y7 transition. I have a
vast experience of pastoral care as I
have been Head of Year for several
years, as well as being a full time
Computer Science teacher.  I am very
much looking forward to supporting
both you and your child at such an
important stage of their school career.

The transition to secondary school is an
extremely important time for students,
both in terms of academic achievement
as well as building the “whole” person.
Therefore, I am pleased to say that the
Year 7 Pastoral Team are on hand to
support your child at every step of the
way, to ensure that they settle into high
school life as smoothly and
successfully as possible. I value the
importance of establishing a routine
during the first weeks of term and have
high expectations of every student. I
would like to take this opportunity to ask
for your help and support on the
following, which will ensure a
successful school career at Wales High
School.

Punctuality and Attendance play a very
real part in academic success and are 
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essential skills for the world of work.
At Wales, we take attendance very
seriously and expect students to be on
the school site for 8.25 am each day.
We have a school attendance target of
96.5%, and I am proud to say Year 7
always exceeds this target. Where
individuals do not meet this target,
support will be provided to improve
attendance.

School Uniform establishes the year
group identity and a sense of cohesion.
Students should be appropriately
dressed every day (please refer to
pages 11 to 13 for further guidance).
Parents play a huge part in making sure
their child is appropriately dressed for
school.
 

 

M S  M  U N W I N
H E A D  O F  Y 9 / T R A N S I T I O N

 L E A D

       



School Uniform establishes the year
group identity and a sense of
cohesion. Students should be
appropriately dressed every day
(please refer to pages 11 to 13 for
further guidance).   Parents play a
huge part in making sure their child is
appropriately dressed for school.

Equipped for learning – students
should arrive at school with a range of
pens, pencils, a scientific calculator
and a ruler every day. An eraser,
coloured pencils and a pencil
sharpener are also desirable. Students
are expected to record home learning
tasks and important information in an
independent manner. To support this,
we have an online learning platform
called Go 4 Schools, which allows
teachers to log all homework tasks so
that both the student and the home
can access this through an online app.
In addition to this app, students are
provided with a planner to note down
important information. We would also
expect all children to have a reading
book every day, which will be used
during tutor group time and a variety of
lessons.
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Organisation – establishing a routine
will be an essential part of your child’s
success at Wales High School. It will be
important to establish routines early
and make sure your child is used to
laying their uniform out, having their
bag packed, and home learning
complete, ready for every school day. In
order to help with this, the school hires
out lockers to every student at a cost of
£3.50 per year. The Locker Hire letter
can be found HERE.

Finally, I believe that the key to a
successful year is open communication
between staff,   students and
parents/carers – by working together,
we can achieve so much! Therefore,
please don’t hesitate to contact us - we
will always aim to respond within 24
hours. Alternatively, I can be contacted
at transition@waleshigh.com should
you have a question about any part of
your child’s transition. 

I look forward to working with you to
support your child over the next 5 years.
 

Marissa Unwin 

https://www.waleshigh.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Locker-Hire-Letter-2025-26.pdf
mailto:transition@waleshigh.com


As part of the school expectations, your child will be expected to have the following
equipment:
 

A black or blue pen.
A purple pen.
A ruler.
A whiteboard pen.
A pencil.
A rubber.
A pencil sharpener.
A protractor.
A highlighter.
A mathematical calculator (We strongly recommend 

       the Casio FX83GTCW/FX85GT).
Spare pens.
A reading book.
Exercise books for core subjects.
A clear pencil case.
RISE Communication Log.
Masters of Recall.

Students will be in 5 classrooms in one day. This means that they will need to bring all
the equipment they require for the day. Students can keep larger items such as their PE
kit in their locker; however, students can only go to their locker before school, at break at
lunchtime and at the end of the day.
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Equipment

It is also useful to bring:
coloured pencils

a glue stick



During their English lessons in Year 7, your child will build on their knowledge and
understanding from Year 6. Students will develop their written technique, develop literacy
skills, study a range of non-fiction and literary texts from the 19th Century to the present
day and improve their speaking and listening skills. English lessons will be challenging,
interactive and are designed to improve students’ communication skills whilst
simultaneously encouraging them to be independent learners.

During Y7, students will study:

Introduction to literature across time
Shakespearean comedy and building on knowledge of Shakespearean England 
A range of poetry and non-fiction
A modern novel 
Descriptive, narrative and transactional writing
A selection of 19th century literature
How to develop technical accuracy and their craft as writers

Students will also have the opportunity to visit the theatre, meet real life authors and take
part in writing workshops and competitions.
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English 
Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
 



During their Maths work in Year 7, students will:
 

Have confidence to work with numbers of any size, deciding when and if they need to
use a calculator for themselves.
Use practical measuring equipment and understand how metric units give the world
a sense of scale.
Work with geometry of shapes in 2 and 3 dimensions often linking this to other
subjects like Art and also the world around them.
Link all the different areas of Maths together and apply their knowledge when solving
complex problems.
Appreciate how the Data Handling Cycle can help make sense of Statistics.
Transfer their Maths skills to real life and to Science, Technology and Engineering.
Investigate probability to see if what we expect to happen comes true! 
Use software and apps to explore their work independently and in groups.
Talk about and write about their understanding frequently, accurately and in detail.
Be challenged and allowed to take risks in their Maths and not be afraid to get things
wrong!
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Mathematics
Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
 

 “The Mathematics
department    provides a

wide and exciting range of
activities to keep students

engaged in learning and
excited about their lessons.”

 



In Year 7 Science, students will study all 3 key disciplines of science (biology, chemistry
and physics) through a thematic approach. Students will work towards ‘lifting off to
space’ and learn all about ‘The Human Body’. More information is below:
 
Detective School
Can you solve the  mysteries through learning about chemistry?

Acids, Alkalis and  Neutralisation; students will experiment safely with acids and
alkalis, using universal   indicator to learn about the pH scale
Chemical, Changes and Reactions; in which students will learn to experiment safely
with various chemical substances.
Solids, Liquids and Gases; explaining the differences between each one as explained
by the Particle Model

 
Countdown to Lift Off
Can you plan a mission to space based on your knowledge of physics? 

Energy – What is energy and how can we use it to fuel our trip to space?
Forces and motion– how and why do different objects move?
Space and the solar system – Planets, stars, day and night. How and why do natural
phenomenon such as solar eclipses occur?

 
The Human Body
Learn all about how our bodies work from tiny cells up to organ systems. 

Cells- learning how both animal and plant cells are structured and the role of each
individual part of a cell. 
Reproduction- in humans and other living things. Students will study the way our
bodies change during adolescence and present data discovered in surveys as graphs
and charts.
Structure & function of body systems.

 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)
Students at Wales High School also have the opportunity to take part in STEM
challenges, both in   lessons and out. Students have the opportunity to take part in
various trips to scientific industries, STEM fairs and various competitions. 
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Science
Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
 



In Art, students learn how to take their artistic skills to the next level in specialist
classrooms using a wide range of materials and techniques. Practical work is informed
by the study of artists to improve contextual understanding, broaden horizons and inform
students about the role of artists and possible creative career pathways. Traditional
mediums of drawing and painting are taught alongside printmaking, mixed media,
photography, 3D and ceramics to offer a broad and varied creative curriculum. Students
will explore ways to express ideas and thoughts in a visual way and will experience their
work being exhibited at least once a year.
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ART

Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE
In a world where technology is growing at an exponential rate it is important that you
have a basic understanding of how technology works and how to work with new
technology, and are able to use familiar and new software safely and effectively.  
The programme in year 7 will include an introduction to the school’s own ICT systems
and network. Students will be given their own school e-mail account and the work in
lessons will cover a range of topics including: 
 

Using Email and the Internet
Online Safety
Programming Skills
How Computers Work
Spreadsheet Modelling
Graphic, Movie and Sound Editing

 



Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity
and imagination, pupils design and make products within a variety of contexts,
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. They acquire a broad range
of subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as mathematics, science,
engineering, computing and art. Pupils learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful and
innovative. Through the evaluation of past and present design and technology, they
develop a critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world. At the end
of KS3 students will have studied parts of the following subject areas: Product Design,
Electronics, Engineering, Graphics, Computer Aided Design & Manufacture and Food
Studies.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
 



Pupils will start out their secondary school Geography education by learning about Place.
As part of this topic pupils will learn about where places are around the world, how to use
maps and how places change over time. Our second term is all about Ecosystems, with a
particular emphasis on rainforests, deserts and polar environments. We will learn about
what makes these places unique by studying their climates, wildlife and how humans
interact with them. The third term will be focused on learning about Risk. We will look at
what makes our planet a risky place to live in and identify which risks are caused
naturally and which are caused by humans.
Geography is a dynamic, relevant and endlessly fascinating subject. Pupils that excel in
Y7 will be able to write descriptions and explanations, understand how to use maps and
will know how humans in different parts of the world interact with each other and the
environment around them.
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GEOGRAPHY 
Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
 

HISTORY
Students study the history of power, monarchy and democracy in England between 1066
and the present day:

Medieval Realms - The Norman Conquest. How did William win the Battle of
Hastings? How did the Normans keep control of this country? How did people live in
Medieval England?
Monarchy - Did a medieval King get to do whatever he wanted? What happened when
a Monarch made a mistake?
Parliament - When did it start? How did it gain power?
Democracy - When did people start to vote for their leaders? How did people fight for
the right to vote?
Project work - Students will do a project every term,  involving independent learning,
local and family history and bags of creativity!
Death, scandal, power. How and why things changed. We will do it all!

 



Bonjour! ¡Hola! Students here at Wales have the opportunity of learning either French or
Spanish. They will have the opportunity to learn about new cultures and expand their
vocabulary in their new language.  Students learn four main skills: reading and listening
comprehension, holding conversations and writing. In Y7, they will learn how to introduce
themselves, discuss their own likes, dislikes and personality. They will also learn how to
describe their loved ones,  before moving on to using their new language to be able to
discuss their new school life at Wales High School...all in French or Spanish!  Students
will enjoy a range of activities in lesson time to really get the most out of their new
language. Lessons could include songs, fun games and competitions for learning, team
activities and creative pieces of writing. Classes will also get the opportunity to begin to
delve into the French and Spanish-speaking worlds, broadening minds and horizons for
our young people. We even have the opportunity to write to a pen-pal in France, Spain, or
Paraguay! We are so looking forward to seeing you in the MFL department! À bientôt!
¡Hasta pronto! 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
 



In Year 7, students will explore a wide range of musical styles from a variety of different
cultures and musical eras. Over the course of Year 7, students will perform on African
drums, Keyboards, Tuned and un-tuned percussion as well as sing, compose and
perform their own work throughout each topic. Students who have lessons on their own
instruments are encouraged to use their own instruments when performing and
composing music. 
 
In addition to this, students will listen to and be taught to appreciate music in a variety of
styles from classical music to pop; this builds on their understanding of the musical
elements which are an essential component of understanding music.
 
As a department, we also run various clubs and activities, including choir, orchestra,
keyboard club, and musical theatre club. For any Year 7 students wishing to learn a
musical instrument in more depth, or who are currently playing a musical instrument with
Rotherham Music, we can  facilitate lessons for a variety of instruments, including:
 

Voice
Piano
Percussion (Drums)
Guitar
Woodwind (clarinet, saxophone, flute etc.)
Brass (cornet, trombone, French horn etc.)
Strings (violin, cello etc.)

 
There is a charge for these peripatetic lessons; we do offer some subsidies; there is a
link to the form on page 16, where you can find out more, or you can contact Miss
Cunnington or Mr Corner.
 
Music is fun, creative and a fundamental part of the KS3 curriculum, and we look forward
to welcoming you into the department!
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MUSIC 
Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
 



PE at Wales aims to inspire students to experience a broad range of sporting activities,
promoting enjoyment and confidence. The curriculum has been designed to develop
practical skills in a variety of activities, both individual and team, whilst giving students
the chance to    participate in new sports they may not have discovered yet. The team of
PE staff use exciting and initiative teaching methods that create and develop passion for
physical activity. 
 
In Y7, students understanding the importance of a heathy, active lifestyle is vital to the
curriculum. Respect, effort, resilience, and motivation are foundations of our core values
and key features we feel will prepare students for lifelong participation in physical
activity.
 
In addition to the fantastic lessons your child will experience, there will also be plenty of
opportunities to get involved in a variety of clubs and sports teams at lunchtimes, after
school and weekends. These extra-curricular clubs can be recreational or see students
become members of our highly successful teams. These teams compete in local,
regional, and national competitions, giving students the opportunity to achieve success.
Follow the PE X account @WalesHighPE to see all the fantastic experiences we will offer
your child.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
 



In Year 7, RE students will be able to study a range of religions including Christianity,
Islam and Judaism. They will be able to make links between their own beliefs and the
beliefs of others and  also be able to answer important questions such as what it means
to be religious.  
 
They will also be learning about important religious people and festivals and linking the
traditions with modern day practices.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Exciting Subjects...To Look Forward to
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At Wales High School, we are proud of our tradition of high standards and the
smart appearance of our students. Our uniform reflects our values and plays an
important role in school life. 

Wearing our uniform:

Promotes positive attitudes and high expectations
Creates a sense of equality and belonging
Builds pride in being part of Wales High School
Encourages students to take pride in their appearance 
Is practical, professional, and smart 
Ensures our students are easily recognisable as members of our community

SCHOOL UNIFORM
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SCHOOL UNIFORM

Plain black flat shoes
 (no trainer-style shoes)

Black blazer with 
school badge

Plain white 
school shirt 

School tie

Optional plain grey/
black V neck jumper 

Dark grey or 
black straight cut 

and knee length skirt

Plain black or 
dark grey trousers

(Tailored shorts will be allowed during the summer months
 once announced by the Headteacher).
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SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Our uniform is not seasonal and should be worn all year. All items are essential
and just one item is optional (this is indicated on the list below). Please note
that some adaptations will be made at the discretion of the Headteacher,
particularly in warmer weather.

Black blazer with school
badge and school tie.

Plain white school shirt
(shirts must be tucked in

at all times).

Dark grey or black
straight cut and knee

length skirt.

Plain black or dark grey
trousers (no leggings).
 (Tailored shorts will be allowed during the
summer months once announced by the

Headteacher).

Optional plain
grey/black V-neck

jumper.

Plain black flat shoes
(no trainer-style shoes).
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FOOTWEAR 
For some time, many well-known and reputable shoe shops have sold soft
leather, trainer-style footwear that they will advertise as ‘school shoes’. These
same examples of footwear are also sold in sports shops and are advertised as
suitable for wearing when taking part in sport.

As a result of such branding and advertising, it is understandable how some
families have assumed that such shoes are suitable for Wales High School
uniform. Please take a look below at some examples of suitable and unsuitable
school shoes.
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OUTDOOR COATS
Outdoor coats are permitted; however, they must be appropriate coats and not
jackets or hoodies. Coats are to be worn in addition to the blazer and are not
permitted to be worn during lessons.

Coats are traditionally thicker, longer and worn over the top of blazers.

Jackets and hoodies will be confiscated by the Pastoral Team if students wear
them on the school site.

Jackets and hoodies are thinner, shorter and not designed for being worn over
the top of your blazer.

Although obvious in most cases, staff will make the decision of what
constitutes as a jacket.



Uniform Standards

Uniform Standards

Correct uniform must be worn at all times. 

Outdoor coats must be worn over blazers and removed at the classroom door
before you enter the room.

All students should have a suitable bag that can carry an A4 folder.

Jewellery is not permitted, except for a watch and one stud earring in each ear.

Facial piercings are strictly prohibited.

Any items beyond these will be confiscated by staff. For persistent breaches,
items may be retained until collected by a family member.

Students wearing facial piercings will be referred to the pastoral team and will
work outside the classroom until the issue is resolved. 

Excessive make-up, false nails and nail varnish are not permitted in KS3 and KS4. 

In exceptional circumstances, students may wear medically prescribed
camouflage make-up if supported by a medical note.

Students who are unable or unwilling to remove prohibited items will work outside
the classroom until the issue is resolved. 

Hoodies and jumpers (that are not black or grey V-neck, or otherwise approved by
the school) are not permitted in school and will be confiscated.
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UNIFORM STANDARDS

We are proud of the way our students present themselves and
believe high standards of uniform reflect our values and support a

positive learning environment. 

More information about our school uniform can be found online here:
https://www.waleshigh.com/uniform2025_2026/

https://www.waleshigh.com/uniform2025_2026/
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PE UNIFORM 
Our PE kit is designed to promote comfort, performance, and pride in
representing Wales High School. The smart, practical design ensures students
can participate fully in all sporting activities while reflecting the school’s high
standards. Each item combines durability with ease of movement, helping every
student to feel confident and prepared—whether in lessons, training, or
competition. Please note that some adaptations will be made at the discretion
of the Headteacher, particularly in warmer weather.

Sport shirt with your
House colours.

Plain black shorts,
tracksuit bottoms or
sports leggings (no

cycling shorts).

Black sweatshirt or plain
black sweater.

Sport socks or football
socks (preferably plain

black).
Trainers Hair bobble (for any

student with long hair).
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PE UNIFORM OPTIONAL 

Wales black 1/4 zip or
plain black long-sleeved

sports top.

Base layer tops and
shorts. 

Football boots - no
bladed or metal studded
boots (including metal

tipped studs).

Shin pads Beanie hat for outdoor
lessons.

Gloves for outdoor
lessons.

Optional but recommended items
It is important that students stay warm and comfortable and during outdoor PE
lessons. While the standard PE kit is still required, we recommend that students
bring along additional items to help them keep warm and protected. These are
optional but strongly encouraged, especially during the winter months 
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UNIFORM SUPPLIERS 
Wales High School uniform and PE Kits can be purchased from the following
suppliers. Please note, for convenience, Wales High School students can still
purchase school ties from the Welcome Entrance and Student Reception:

Johnny D Schoolwear
All Uniform items/PE Kit stocked:
33 Howard Street, Rotherham. S65 1JQ
Tel: 01709 370032
Website: https://johnnyd.co.uk/

Pinders Schoolwear
All Uniform items/PE Kit stocked at 3 locations:

Mansfield Road, Aston, Sheffield, S26 2BS
Crystal Peaks Market, Crystal Peaks, Sheffield, S20 7PQ
The Bus Station, College Walk, Rotherham, S65 1JQ

Tel: 0114 2513275/01709 720043
Website: Our uniform is not seasonal and should be worn all year. All items are
essential and just one item is optional (this is indicated on the list below).
Please note that some adaptations will be made at the discretion of the
Headteacher, particularly in warmer weather.

Parents/Carers may decide to buy a blazer from a supplier of their choice and
then add the badge afterwards. Badges can be purchased from the school, or
families could choose to use the services of Tracie B Personalised Embroidery,
who will embroider the school badge onto a blazer of your choice:

Tracie B Personalised Embroidery
15 Sheffield Road, South Anston, S25 5DT
Tel: 01909 807055/ 07969080056

https://johnnyd.co.uk/
https://pindersschoolwear.com/
https://pindersschoolwear.com/
https://pindersschoolwear.com/
https://pindersschoolwear.com/


If your child is currently receiving instrumental tuition at primary school, we
would like the transition to Wales High School to be as smooth as possible in
respect of lessons offered by the visiting team of peripatetic teachers from
Rotherham Music.

If your child does not currently have lessons, there may also be the opportunity
to begin instrumental tuition for any student wishing to take advantage of this
service. Children are withdrawn from their 'normal' lesson on the day concerned
and have their instrumental lesson in the Music Department for a period of 15,
20, or 30 minutes. Lessons are timetabled on a rota basis so that no one lesson
(or part lesson) is regularly missed. The majority of children catch up any work
missed relatively easily, and subject staff liaise closely with Music Department
staff to keep a watchful eye on students' progress. 

Example timetable (each student is designated a letter):- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students bring their instruments to school on the day of their lesson and leave
them locked in the teaching room in the Music Department at the beginning of
the day. They then come along to the Department at the allotted time, collect
their instrument and have their instrumental lesson. After the lesson they return
to their 'normal' lesson. 

TIME WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3 WEEK 4 WEEK 5

10:00 A B C A E

10:20 B C D E C

10:40 C D E B D

11:00 D E A C A

11:10 E A B D B
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INSTRUMENTAL TUITION

https://www.rotherhammusic.co.uk/education/tuition


All children receiving instrumental tuition at Wales are strongly encouraged to
join in an instrumental ensemble (Orchestra), as and when appropriate. 
I would also recommend that you support our public musical ventures, which are
given throughout the year. These include concerts, stage productions and
musical evenings. Instrumentalists are also entered for public examinations
from time to time at the discretion of the instrumental teacher and the parent
concerned.

If your child does not own an instrument, they can hire one from Rotherham
Music for a small fee each term. All privately owned instruments should be
insured to cover any time they are on the school premises or in transit. 
Wales High School has a clear policy, in line with Local Authority charges,
relating to the provision of instrumental tuition, and an extract of the current
Peripatetic Music Lessons Policy is included on the Music Tuition Letter (please
request a copy if required).

Instrumental lessons begin in the first week of each term apart from in
September where they start in the second week; during the first week your child
will be contacted with detailed information regarding the provision of lessons.
 
Please complete the Form HERE or alternatively email your requirements to
ecu@waleshigh.com. Thank you for your help. 

I look forward to meeting your child and trust they will have a happy and
successful experience at Wales. 
 
Mr S Corner
Head of Music Department (scn@waleshigh.com)
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INSTRUMENTAL TUITION

https://www.waleshigh.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Music-Tuition-Letter-2025-Y6.pdf


School meals are provided exclusively by
our in-house Catering Team. The service
operated in school is a cashless cafeteria
system.

Each student is issued a personal account,
where funds can be deposited and stored
for their personal use.

Accounts can be credited from home using
the MCAS online payment system.
If your child is entitled to free school meals,
the account is automatically credited daily
between the hours of 9.30am to 1.50pm.
This will allow them to purchase items
either at morning break 10.50 - 11.10am or
lunch 1.10 - 1.50pm.

Students use their account to pay for their
chosen meal; the value is deducted from
the account at the point of sale,and  no
cash is taken at the tills.

Students can check the balance of their
account at any of the revaluation terminals
located around the school, alternatively you
can check your child’s balance and
purchases made through the MCAS online
system.
Students should not credit the account of
another student to purchase their meal.

Over the next two pages you will find
examples of the delicious food prepared by
our catering team. Please note prices may
be subject to change.
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CATERING AT WALES HIGH SCHOOL
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CATERING AT WALES HIGH SCHOOL



The catering service for students at Wales High School is provided by a
cashless system. There are several service points at which students may
purchase food, all operating on the cashless system, enabling a quick service,
whilst allowing individual choices to be made.

What is a Cashless System?
It is a computerised system for student recognition through biometric
technology. The system recognises each individual student, holding their
individual cash balances, recording cash spent and cash received.
A training session will be arranged by the school to give a demonstration to all
students in small groups.     

How are students recognised by the system?
Each student will be issued with their own personal account, which when
accessed, will enter them into the system program and identify them by a
unique number and their photograph.

How is money entered into the system?
By online payments using the MCAS online payment system. Parents simply log-
on via the school website and select ‘School Catering’, add funds to the basket
and check out as you would on any other internet site. Within 15 minutes, the
school receives an automatic update of all payments that have been made.
Parents can also see online the items their child has purchased from the
catering service. Please see online payments for more information about using
MCAS.

How does the revaluation station work?
Firstly, the students access their account by using either their finger or unique
personal PIN on the reader mounted on the revaluation station, which will
display the students name and current cash balance held within the system. The
revaluation stations will be open from 7.50 am until 1.50 pm every day and
students may check their accounts at any time as long as they are not late for
lessons.
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How will the student be able to check what current cash balance is held in the
system at any one time?
By using the revaluation station, they need to access their account by the
preferred method (biometric or PIN) to display the current cash balance. Press
the red button to finish.

If we pay for a set number of school meals, can it be spent in one day?
No, a daily spend limit of £10.00 will be set for all students in the school and no
food above that limit can be purchased. On request, an individual student limit
of your choice may also be set up to help with budgeting on a daily basis.

What if the student does not hold a sufficient cash balance one day to pay for a
school lunch?
No student is refused a school lunch because they have not brought their lunch
money to school with them. The student should speak with their Head of Year
who will arrange a loan for the day. The student would be expected to bring the
money with them the next day to repay the loan.
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FREE SCHOOL MEAL ELIGIBILITY
The system works exactly the same for all students whether they pay or have a
free school meal. All students are issued with an account that is used in exactly
the same way. The amount allocated for the free school meal will be
automatically credited to individual accounts daily and can be accessed at
either morning break or lunch time.

Any under spend or missed free school meal allowance will be identified by the
system and will be deducted the same day so that students do not build up a
credit of unused spend.

Extra cash can be added to a student’s account online (MCAS), to enable a
greater daily spend on the school lunch than allocated by their free meal
allowance.
 



WALES HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMY TRUST 32

Please note that you will need to reapply for the Free School Meal to issued
when your child joins us in September - please email
benefits@rotherham.gov.uk to inform them of a change of school.

How can I find out how much school meals cost?
All pricing of food and drinks on offer are on the school website in the ‘Parents’
section under ‘Catering / Menus’ (www.waleshigh.com/school-menu). Currently
the ‘Meal of the Day’ (traditional school meal) including a dessert is £2.65.

What if a student has a food allergy?
Should you inform us that your child has a specific food allergy, or is a
diagnosed diabetic, this medical information can be coded into the system,
preventing foods with allergy ingredients from being served to a particular
student, by automatically locking out relevant buttons on the till keyboard.

Will students have problems in using this system?
Some students may find it difficult to control their accounts for the first couple
of weeks, but because of a daily spend limit, most learn this important life skill
very quickly and will enjoy being in control of their accounts.

Will we be able to have any information on how the system is being used?
Reports can be obtained from the system, giving comprehensive information on
all aspects of use for each individual student as well as each day’s service.
These reports can be for a specific day or between any dates you wish, they will
be dated and timed to the minute, and can be obtained from the online
payments system. The reports show:

Every item of food served and the total cost of each serving.
Individual payments made either directly to the school or manually entered
into the system.

 
 
Guidance Notes for using the Revaluation Stations
 

Press the red button (to close the previous user account)
Access your account by either Biometric or PIN
Observe your cash balance on the screen
Press the red button

 

 

mailto:benefits@rotherham.gov.uk
https://www.waleshigh.com/school-menu/


MCAS is a parent app and gives parents/carers access to various aspects of
your child’s progress. 
 
MCAS also has an online payment facility where you will be able to view and top
up your child’s catering account, pay for visits and other school items such as
lockers, ties, etc. You can also see other information such as timetables, update
personal details as well as send and receive messages to and from Wales High
School.
 
Before your child arrives at school, you will be emailed an invitation to create a
new account on MCAS, which will give you access to a variety of information
about your child’s day-to-day activities in school. If your child’s primary school
already uses MCAS and you have an account set up, you will be able to add
Wales High School to your existing account. Similarly, if you have other children
at Wales High School, you will be able to add your child to this account so that
all information is accessible via the one account.
 
If you need help to register once you have received the details and access code,
please contact: ictsupport@waleshigh.com 
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Students are expected to make their own way to and from school. The school
bus timetables are available to view on the School website. Please use the link
HERE. It is useful to check the website regularly as the timetable may vary on
occasion, where roadworks, etc., result in the bus company re-routing the
service.
 
Statutory Entitlement to Zero-Fare Bus Pass
The Local Authority only has a statutory responsibility for providing transport
for students who live 3 miles away from and attend their catchment school.
Students who are eligible for free travel under this criteria will need to apply
online via Rotherham MBC website:
https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/benefits/find-free-school-travel/5 
 
The zero-fare bus pass is only for use on the designated transport between
home and school.
 
Discretionary Entitlement to Zero Fare Bus Pass
Students who live 2-6 miles away from one of their 3 nearest available schools
and who are on a low income may be awarded a discretionary zero-fare bus
pass by Rotherham MBC. To qualify on low income, the family should receive
the maximum Working Tax Credits, receive benefits, or students should be
eligible to receive free school meals.
 
Students who have special educational needs which include the categorisation
‘physical disability’ may also be entitled to a discretionary zero-fare bus pass.
 
You can apply for a discretionary zero-fare bus pass online here:
www.rotherham.gov.uk/xfp/form/362
 
Zoom Under 16 Travel Pass
All students aged between 11-16 who live in South Yorkshire are entitled to
apply for a Mega Travel Bus Pass, which allows them to claim the discretionary
fare on buses, trams or trains in South Yorkshire. Currently, the price of this
pass is free of charge and lost/replacement passes cost £7.00. For more
information on how to apply, visit any Travel South Yorkshire information centre
or go to: https://mytsy.travelsouthyorkshire.com/login/ 
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2026-2027 First Day of Term Last Day of Term

 
 

 Autumn Term

 
Tue 1 Sept 2026  (Staff

only)
Wed 2  Sept 2026 (1st

day for Students)

 
Fri 23 October 2026

Mon 2 November 2026 Fri 18 December 2026

 School Closure Days
Fri 27 Nov, Mon 30 Nov 2026 and Mon 4 January

2027

Spring Term

Tue 5 January 2027 Fri 12 February 2027

Mon 22 February 2027 Thu 25 March 2027

 
 

Summer Term
 

Mon 12 April 2027 Friday 28 May 2026

Bank Holiday - Mon 3 May and Mon 31 May 
School Closure Day (TBC)

Tue 7 June 2027 Wed 21 July 2027
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THE TRANSITIONS TEAM 

M S  M  U N W I N
H E A D  O F  Y 9 /  T R A N S I T I O N

 L E A D
          M U @ W A L E S H I G H . C O M           

M R  R  H A R R I S O N
D E P U T Y  H E A D T E A C H E R

        R H @ W A L E S H I G H . C O M        

M R S  S  T R I P O L I
T R A N S I T I O N  A D M I N

S T @ W A L E S H I G H . C O M

M R S  S  O W E N
L E A R N I N G  C O M M U N I T Y

S U P P O R T  &  S E N
   S O @ W A L E S H I G H . C O M    

M I S S  E  T O M L I N S O N
L E A R N I N G  S U P P O R T

T R A N S I T I O N
E T @ W A L E S H I G H . C O M

M R S  N I N A  L O C K Y E R
D I R E C T O R  O F  S I X T H - F O R M

I f  y o u  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  a
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  Tr a n s i t i o n  Te a m  o n  0 1 9 0 9  7 7 1 2 9 1  o r  v i s i t

w w w. w a l e s h i g h . c o m / t r a n s i t i o n

F o r  g e n e r a l  e n q u i r i e s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t e a m  b y  e m a i l :
t r a n s i t i o n @ w a l e s h i g h . c o m

 

http://www.waleshigh.com/transition
mailto:transition@waleshigh.com
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