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Welcome to A Level Religious Studies! 

There are three components to the course, which are all equally weighted. In order to prepare for 

the course we would like you to do a little bit of research around one topic from each of the three 

areas, which we will explore together during the taster sessions.  

Philosophy 

In Philosophy we study arguments that aim to prove the existence of God. These are based on two 

broad approaches: 

A Posteriori: Arguments based on our observation of the natural world 

A Priori: Arguments based on our human reason and intellect 

Research the arguments shown in the diagram above: 

▪ St Anselm’s Ontological Argument 

▪ Aquinas’ Cosmological Arguments (1st, 2nd and 3rd Way) 

▪ Aquinas’ Teleological Argument (5th Way)  

▪ Paley’s Design Argument 

Then create a one page guide to each argument that includes: 

▪ Whether the argument is a priori or a posteriori and why 

▪ A summary of the argument  

▪ Key strengths of the argument 

▪ Key criticisms of the argument 

▪ A brief conclusion on how successfully you feel this argument proves the existence of God 

Please remember not to plagiarise/copy and paste information from the internet or text books! 
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Useful philosophy resources to get you started: 

▪ https://www.educationplatform.co.uk/extract/515465cc771c4506c290bd3c80dc8535a

157/280a8038266d7c06315bc1788e7820d49504 
▪ https://philosophyalevel.com/aqa-philosophy-revision-notes/does-god-exist/ 

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AvtXtyut4Q 

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryX0M5DEGYw 

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foeM6vXZCys 

 

Ethics  

The ethics part of the course requires us to look at a range of different ethical theories, which are 

approaches to how we make moral decisions. We look at four theories over the course of Year 12 

(which we then revisit in Year 13) which are; 

- Natural Moral Law 

- Situation Ethics 

- Utilitarianism 

- and Kantian Ethics  

In Year 12 we will then apply these to the issues of Euthanasia and Business Ethics. 

For your bridging work could you focus on finding out as much as you can about Utilitarianism. If 

possible try to find out any key scholars associated with the approach, different versions of the 

theory, when it was first developed etc and as much as you can about the theory itself.  

 

There is lots of information online, but as a starting point here are a few 

suggestions of places to start; 

Crash Course Philosophy – Episode 36 Utilitarianism on Youtube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-a739VjqdSI 

https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/religious-studies-level-

revision/ethics/utilitarianism 

https://peped.org/philosophicalinvestigations/startutilitarianism/ 

The Panpsycast Philosophy Podcast Series, Episode 5 Utilitarianism (Parts 1 and 2)  

https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/10/17/episode-5-utilitarianism-part-

i 

Make use of the resources to make your own notes on Utilitarianism and bring these with you to the 

taster sessions. Don’t worry if there are parts that you find difficult or don’t understand – we’ll go 

through the topic together. 

If you do want an extra challenge, you could also choose another theory or issue to look into – the 

more prepared you are, the better position you’ll be in next year.  
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Developments in Christian Thought 

In DCT we explore the development and variety of Christian thinking on a range of issues 

such as who Jesus was, how Christians can know God, what authority they should follow 

when making moral decisions and what happens after we die. We also look at key influential 

figures and how their views have shaped Christian thought. One area of focus is Augustine’s 

teaching on human nature.  

For your bridging work please consider what it means to be human – you don’t need 

to do any additional reading or research in this area, but please spend some time 

reflecting on these questions and make a note of your views, ready to share during 

discussion; 

- What makes us human?   

- Do you think there is such a think as a universal human nature? (Which we all share?) 

- Do you think humans are more inclined towards goodness/ generosity or evil/ selfishness? 

- How much freedom do you think we have to determine our own future? 

 If you want an extra challenge you could look up the views of Thomas Hobbes, Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau and Jean-Paul Sartre on these issues.  
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Books listed as available from Amazon or Abe Books can often be bought cheaply as 

second hand copies. There is no requirement to buy new copies of books or to purchase 

every book on the list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Academic Reading List 

 

Title Author Where to find? 

Is Science killing the 
soul? 

Richard Dawkins & 
Steven Pinker 

https://www.edge.org/conversation/richard_dawkins-
steven_pinker-is-science-killing-the-soul 

Proslogium 
Chapters II,III, IV, V 

St Anselm of 
Canterbury 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/anselm-
proslogium.asp 

On Behalf of the 
Fool 

Gaunilo Email mh@waleshigh.com for a digital copy 

‘Can design 
arguments be 

defended today?’  in 
Philosophy of 

Religion: A Guide 
and Anthology 

Robert 
Hambourger 

Email mh@waleshigh.com for a digital copy 

Read The Varieties 
of Religious 

Experience: Lectures 
XVI and XVII – 

Mysticism 
 

William James Amazon, Abe Books 

The Problem of Evil Richard Swinburne Email mh@waleshigh.com for a digital copy 

The Puzzle of God Peter Vardy Amazon, Abe Books 

Ethics Matters Peter Vardy Amazon, Abe Books 

The Puzzle of Ethics Peter Vardy Amazon, Abe Books 

God Matters Peter Vardy Amazon, Abe Books 

Situation Ethics Joseph Fletcher Amazon, Abe Books 

The God Delusion Richard Dawkins Amazon, Abe Books 
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