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BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Performing Arts
Wales High School - Year 9 Subject Options
This hands-on approach offers an insight into what it is like to work in the Performing Arts
sector – worth over £111 billion each year – with the opportunity to explore a wide range of
roles. Each unit provides the opportunity to work as a performer (dance, drama or musical
theatre), designer or director/choreographer, with students free to explore different roles in
each unit of work.

Subject Content - What will you be doing?
This is a two year course, where you will learn the following:
• Unit 1: Exploring the Performing Arts. To develop in the performing arts, you will need a broad

•

•

understanding of performance work and influences. This component will help you to understand the
requirements of being a performer (in acting, dance or musical theatre) and/or designer (in lighting,
props, costume, set, makeup or sound) across at least three performances and performance styles.
Unit 2: Developing the Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts. In this component, you will
develop performing or design skills and techniques. You will have the opportunity to specialise as a
performer or designer in one or more of the following disciplines: acting, dance, musical theatre. You
will take part in workshops and classes where you will develop technical, practical and interpretative
skills through the rehearsal and performance process. You will work from existing performing arts
repertoire, applying relevant skills and techniques to reproduce performance or design elements of
the work.
Unit 3: Performing to a Brief. In this component, you will have the opportunity to respond to a
brief. You will be given a brief that outlines the performance and design requirements and asks you to
consider your target audience and to start the creative process by using the stimulus included in the
brief. Working as part of a group, you will develop your ideas for a workshop performance and apply
your skills and techniques to communicate your creative intentions to your audience.

Key Points about the Subject
This is possibly one of the most versatile courses on offer at Wales High School! You are given the
opportunity to work across a range of different roles within the performance industry in a variety
of tasks. There is a heavy focus on practical learning, where you will be able to work as part of a
group to produce different performances and/or designs. Some of the skills you will develop
include: working to a brief, collaboration, planning, organisation, performance skills,
communication, independence and team work. You will also have the opportunity to watch live*
and/or pre-recorded professional performances, to develop your own understanding of why and
how productions are made as well as to inspire your own work. The course develops an
understanding and appreciation for the Arts, performance and what it takes to communicate
ideas and meaning to a wide audience in a range of different performance spaces.

Who can I speak to for more information?
Miss M Adams - ma@waleshigh.com or Mrs Buchanan – mbu@waleshigh.com
*the opportunity to watch live performances locally, nationally and abroad will depend upon
current Covid policies at the time.

