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The designer of the Wales dragon for this edition was Ciara Metcalfe from 7.3
Presentation Evening—Inspiring pupils gain recognition

The evening of Friday 25™ November saw the 35™ Annual

Presentation of Awards and Certificates, one of the most prestigious
evenings in the school calendar. Over 300 students were presented
with either certificates or awards specially to celebrate last
academic year’s exam success at Advanced or GCSE/Vocational
level. Over 70 students returned from Universities all over the
country to receive their “A” level certificates. We were in the
presence of some very distinguished guests including The Mayor of
Rotherham — Councillor Sean Wright - and Mrs Lisa Wright; Joyce
Thacker, Director of Children’s Services in Rotherham and Tony
Stewart, Chairman of Rotherham United FC. Our young people, with
their families proudly in attendance, received their awards to great
applause. Ex student and twice world superbike champion, James

s 10s€land and his partner Katie Melua, were an added
attraction for the 800 strong audience, and James and Katie signed many autographs in the celebratory grand buffet after the event. Some
of the awards are as old as the School itself. Many were donated by ex-students and teaching staff, ex-governors and parents including the
Jim White Memorial Cricket Trophy, the lan Collins Memorial Trophy for Sporting Excellence, The Mark Oxley Prize for Achievement, and the
Eley Trophy for Courage . Monetary awards accompany many of the trophies. Long time friends of Wales High School, The Maltby and Roth-
er Valley Lions donate a very prestigious monetary award for the Student of the Year. The recipient for 2011 was Daniel Crowther, last year’s
Head Boy.

8 OUR ACADEMY STATUS — ONE YEAR ON!

A A personal message to parents and students from the Headteacher =0

A year ago, in preparing for conversion to Academy Status, we promised you a seamless transition —and pledged heightened performance.
Twelve months on, we can justifiably claim to be delivering! | intend to write to all families in the new year highlighting in more detail the
full range of our continuing success. Within the limitations of this newsletter — the following is just a brief sample:

e we remain “Wales High School”: Academy does not feature in our title;

e aloyal and lasting partnership has been maintained with Rotherham Authority — who continue to provide many of our support services.
We have no intention of “breaking away”;

a full staff complement — with greater numbers of teachers and support staff employed than ever before;

a school roll fully oversubscribed — the largest number of students ever;

GCSE outcomes exceptional: 91% A*-C (8% increase on last year’s best ever);

best ever tally of NEETS (Not Engaged with Education or Training). Only 5 students from our 2010/11 cohort not yet engaged in em-
ployment or education or training;

£250,000 already spent to enhance our resources, facilities and premises — including £97,000 on brand new IT equipment;

our wider community has benefited more than ever before from an amazing programme of fundraising in support of local charities.
Just one example: since Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice opened its doors three years ago, Wales High School has presented over
£16,000 to support local children in such desperate need.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone involved on our journey to become not just outstanding — but an exceptional school. | am immensely
proud of our students’ success.

| wish you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful and enjoyable New Year.

John Day
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